
First International Conference of the  

Agency for Cooperation in Secondary Education 

Duino Castle,  Conference Hall 

16th April  2008 
9.30 ï 17.30 

 
 ñThe teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stopsò. Henry Adams 

Morning Session:  

 

9:00 Registration 

9:30 Opening Speeches by the invited authorities  
 Giorgio Ret, Mayor of Duino Aurisina City Council 
 Silvia Altran. Deputy Mayor of Monfalcone City Council 

 Ugo Panetta, Director of  the Education Authority of Friuli Venezia Giulia 
 Pietro Ercole Ago, Central European Initiative Director General 

  

10:00 Student performance 
 

10:15 Innovation in Secondary Education in Europe: experiences and challenges  
               

 

 

 

 

11:30   Coffee break 

11:45 A success story of Innovation in Secondary Education: presentation of the results of   

 the  P.A.C.E. project , by teachers, students and members of  the P.A.C.E. Scientific  

  Committee  

 

13:00   Buffet lunch 

Afternoon Session:  

 

Opening Ceremony of the Agency for Cooperation in Secondary Education 

Presenters of the event: 4 students of the Agencyôs member schools 

 

14:00  The studentsô perspective                 
               Studentsô consultation on inclusion and diversity in education 

     Raffaele Ciambrone, Italian Ministry of Education     
    Presentation of the PACE Studentsô Document ñSecondary Education for the Futureò 

Student representatives from each Central and Eastern European country  present  

their Document ñSecondary Education for the Futureò to institutional representatives. 

 

15:00     Panel: Secondary Education in Central and Eastern Europe: visions and realities 
A debate among institutional representatives from Central and Eastern Europe and eminent  

personalities in the field of Secondary Education.  

 

17:30     Concluding remarks 
                Marc Abrioux, Headmaster of the United World College of the Adriatic 

 

Richard Bailey, Director of Roehampton University Child Wellbeing Institute and Professor of Pedagogy  

                          at Roehampton University 
Claude Kieffer, Director, Education Department of the OSCE Mission to Bosnia-Herzegovina 

Umberto Margiotta, Full Professor of General Pedagogics and Vice-Rector of the University Caõ Foscari of Venice  

http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Henry_Adams/


 

List of confirmed Panel participants 

Piero Cipolllone, President of  the Institute for evaluation of  the Italian  education  and training system 
(INVALSI) 

Esad Dģeliloviĺ , Minister of Education, Science, Culture and Sports HNK, BIH 

Amir Hadģiĺ, Minister of Education, Science, Culture and Sports  of  the Una ñ Sana Canton, BIH 

Anton Kasipoviĺ, Minister of Education and Culture of Republic of Srpska ð BIH  

Safet Keġo , Minister of Education and Science of Sarajevo Canton, BIH 

Ivan Lorenļiļ, Headmaster at the II Gymnasium Maribor, former director of Sloveniaõs Pedagogical 
Institute 

Umberto Margiotta, Full Professor of General Pedagogics and Vice-Rector of the University Caõ  

Foscari of Venice  

Sredoje Noviŏ, Minister of Civil Affairs of Bosnia-Herzegovina 

Genc Pollo, Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Albania 

Vesna Mihokoviĺ Puhovski, Director of the Forum for Freedom in Education (Croatia) 

Ljupļo Spasovski, Head of Primary and Secondary Education Department Ministry of Education and 
Science of the Republic of Macedonia 

Paul Regan, Headmaster of the United World College in Mostar  

Jeff Thompson, Professor of International Didactics at the University of Bath, former International 
Baccalaureate Organization Academic Director 

Noel Ġkerjanc, Head of the Secondary Education Division at the Ministry of Education and Sports of 
the Republic of Slovenia 

Dubravka Miljkoviĺ, Professor at the Teacher Training Faculty of the University of Zagreb 

Sandy Thomas, PACE Project Education Director 

Roberto Uboldi, General Director for students, Italian Ministry of Education 

 

 

 

 

. 

Policy makers at institutional level from Italy, Central and South -Eastern Europe, Heads of 

Schools, teachers and studentsô representatives will participate in this Conference, which 

will be a milestone for cooperation in Secondary Education  . 



 

 

 
The Agency 

  

The Agency for Cooperation in Secondary Education seeks to offer a coherent 

approach to professional development of teachers across countries in Central and 

Eastern Europe, promoting the status and recognition of the teaching profession 

and encouraging the pooling of ideas and collaboration across borders in prefer-

ence to a country by country approach.  

The Agency is based in Duino (Trieste, Italy), where it draws on the experience of 

teachers and staff of the United World College of the Adriatic from approximately 

15 different countries. These teachers have broad international and intercultural 

competences and are experienced workshop leaders and examiners within the IB 

(International Baccalaureate) international diploma.  

Experts in pedagogy from several European universities are members of the 

Agencyõs Scientific Committee.  

 

The founding members of the Agency are the United World College of the Adri-

atic, the Caõ Foscari University of Venice, the United World College in Mostar, 

the Forum for Freedom in Education in Croatia and other international partners. 

The Agency is currently being developed as an outcome of the P.A.C.E. project 

(Project Agency Cooperation in Education), part-financed by the INTERREG-

CARDS/PHARE Adriatic New Neighbourhood Programme. 

 

The Agency for Cooperation in Secondary Education aims to become a key 

player preparing teachers for change and innovation. Moreover, it intends to de-

velop the potential of education as an instrument of reconciliation, security, stabil-

ity and peace. Its mission is òto promote peace, a sustainable future, inclusion and 

intercultural dialogue through secondary educationó.  

 

 

The Agency Goals  

 

foster cooperation among different secondary education systems;  

define and diffuse a new role for the teachers;  

provide professional development opportunities for secondary school 

teachers;  

broaden curricula through intercultural approaches; 

 

These goals will be met by:  

organizing networks at grass roots and at ministerial level;  

organizing workshops for professional development;  

promoting and disseminating best practices in secondary education, also 

through the setting-up of on-line communities of teachers and students; 

providing and disseminating teaching materials; 

providing services and specialist advisers for policy makers in the field of 

secondary education  

 

Agency for Cooperation in  

Secondary Education 

COLLEGIO DEL MONDO UNITO  

DELLôADRIATICO O.N.L.U.S 

 

UNITED WORLD COLLEGE OF THE ADRIATIC 

 

Italian National Commission  

Patron  

The President of the Italian Republic 

Giorgio Napolitano 

President  

Mario Sarcinelli 

 

President of the United World Colleges  

Her Majesty Queen Noor  

of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 

Honorary President  

Nelson Mandela 

 

CONTACTS 

THE AGENCY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 

UNITED WORLD COLLEGE OF THE ADRIATIC 

 
Valentina Bach - Project Manager  
E-mail: valentina.bach@uwcad.it  
Tel. +39 040 3739558 
 
Sandy Thomas ï Education Director  
E-mail: sandy.thomas@uwcad.it  
Tel. +39 040 3739552 

Matej Rolich ï Project Manager Assistant  
E-mail: matej.rolich@uwcad.it  
Tel. +39 040 3739554 
 

 

PARTNER INSTITUTIONS 

 

University of Venice Caô Foscari 

Centre of Excellence for Research in didactics 

and advanced training (ITA)  

Province of Forlì -Cesena (ITA)  

Forum for Freedom in Education  (CRO ) 

United World College in Mostar (BIH)  

The City  of Mostar (BIH)  

The Ministry of Education, Science and Sports 

of the  

Herzegovina Neretva Canton (BIH)  

The Mostar Gymnasium (BIH)  

The Banja Luka First Gymnasium (BIH)  

The Ministry of Education and Sports of the  

Republic of Serbia (SER)  

ZAMTESï Bureau for International, Scientific,  

Educational, Cultural and Technical Coopera-

tion of Montenegro (MON)  

The Agency website  

www.educooperation.eu  
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