
First International Conference of the  

Agency for Cooperation in Secondary Education 

Duino Castle,  Conference Hall 

 

16th April  2008 
9.30 ï 17.30 

 
 ñThe teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stopsò. Henry Adams 

 
Morning Session:  

 

9:30 Opening Speeches by the invited authorities from Italy, Slovenia, Austria. 

 

10:15 Student performance 
 

10:30 Presentations on  Innovation in Secondary Education in Central and  Eastern  

             Europe 

 

11:30    Coffee break 

 

11:45 Templates for Innovation in Secondary Education: presentation of the results of the  

              P.A.C.E. project , by teachers, students and members of P.A.C.E. Scientific Committee. 

 

13:00   Buffet lunch 

 

Afternoon Session:  

 

Opening Ceremony of the Agency for Cooperation in Secondary Education 

Presenters of the event: 4 students of the Agencyôs member schools 

 

14:00  Presentation of the Studentsô Document ñSecondary Education for the Futureò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15:00  Panel : a question and answer session  with institutional representatives from  

              Central and Eastern Europe and eminent personalities in the field of Secondary  

              Education.  
    

17:00  P.A.C.E. teachersô Graduation 

 

Policy makers at institutional level from Italy, Central and South -Eastern Europe, Heads of 

Schools, teachers and studentsô representatives will participate in this Conference, which will 

be a milestone for cooperation in Secondary Education  . 

 

Student representatives from each Central and Eastern European country carry their flag and 

present their Document ñSecondary Education for the Futureò to institutional representatives 

from their countries. Students from a network of Secondary Schools in Albania, Austria, Belarus, 

Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Italy, Macedonia, 

Moldova, Montenegro, Poland, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia and the Ukraine will have 

cooperated to produce this document. 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Henry_Adams/


 

Provisional list of speakers and guests invited for the event 

Cristian Mihai Adomnitei, Minister of Education, Research and Youth of the Republic of Romania 

Meliha Aliŏ,  Federal Minister of Education and Science of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
- BiH 

Slobodan Backoviĺ, Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Montenegro 

Richard Bailey, Director of Roehampton University Child Wellbeing Institute and Professor of 
Pedagogy at Roehampton University 

Paolo Balboni, Dean of the Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures, University Caõ Foscari of 
Venice 

Maria Teresa Bassa Poropat, President of the Province of Trieste 

Gabriella Battaini-Dragoni, Director General of Education, Culture and Heritage, Youth and Sport of 
the Council of Europe, Coordinator for Intercultural Dialogue 

Ladislav Bognar, Professor of Pedagogy and Didactics at the Faculty of Pedagogy at Osijek University 
(Croatia) 

Gordana Cikojeviĺ, Minister of Education, Science, Culture and Sports of Hercegbosanska ģupanija, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Vjekoslav Ļamber, Minister of Education, Science, Culture and Sports of Zapadnohercegovaļka ģu-

panija, Bosnia and Herzegovina  

Lucija Ļok, Former Rector of the University of Primorska, former Minister of Education and Sport of 
the Republic of Slovenia  

Esad Dģeliloviĺ, Minister of Education, Science, Culture and Sports of Hercegovina-Neretva Canton, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 J§n Figelõ, Member of the European Commission in charge of Education, Training, Culture and 
Youth 

Giuseppe Fioroni, Minister of Public Education of the Italian Republic 

Margherita Gentile, PACE Expert of the Italian Education System 

Antonio Giunta La Spada, General Director of the Department for International Affairs in School 
Education of the Ministry of Public Education of the Italian Republic  

Branko Golub, Minister of Education, Science, Culture and Sports of Srednjobosanski Canton, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina 

Amir Hadģiĺ, Minister of Education, Science, Culture and Sports of Unsko-sanski Canton, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

 
 

 



 

 

Katarzyna Hall, Minister of National Education and Culture of the Republic of Poland 

István Hiller, Minister of Education and Culture of the Republic of Hungary 

Furio Honsell, Rector of the University of Udine 

Enver Hoxhaj, Minister of Education, Science and Technology of the Government of Kosovo, UN-
MIK  

Riccardo Illy, President of the Autonomous Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia 

Anton Kasipoviĺ, Minister of Education and Culture of Republic of Srpska ð Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Safet Keġo, Minister of Education and Science of Sarajevo Canton, Bosnia and Herzegovina  

Claude Kieffer, Director, Education Department of the OSCE Mission to Bosnia-Herzegovina 

Ondǌej Liġka, Minister of Education, Youth and Sports of the Czech Republic 

 

Milan Ljubojeviĺ, Head of the Education Department of Brļko District, Bosnia Herzegovina  

Zoran Lonőar, Minister of Education of the Republic of Serbia  

Umberto Margiotta, Full Professor of General Pedagogics and Vice-Rector of the University Caõ Fo-
scari of Venice  

Zdenka Merdģan, Minister of Education, Science, Culture and Sports of Zeniļko-dobojski Canton, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Vesna Mihokoviĺ Puhovski, Director of the Forum for Freedom in Education (Croatia) 

Ján Mikolaj, Minister of Education of the Republic of Slovakia 

Sredoje Noviŏ, Minister of Civil Affairs of Bosnia-Herzegovina 

Francesco Peroni, Rector of the University of Trieste 

Genc Pollo, Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Albania 

Sevda Popoviĺ, Minister of Education, Science, Culture and Sports of Bosansko-podrinjski Canton, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Dragan Primorac, Minister of Science, Education and Sports of the Republic of Croatia 

Ģarko Puhovski, Professor at the Faculty of Philosophy at Zagreb University 

Aleksandr Mikhailovich Radkov, Minister of Education of the Republic of Belarus 

Paul Regan, Headmaster of the United World College in Mostar  

Sulejman Rushiti, Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Macedonia 

 



 

 

David Sutcliffe, former Headmaster of the United World College of the Atlantic and of the United 
World College of the Adriatic  

Pilvi Torsti, author of the book òDivergent Stories, Convergent Attitudeó about School Systems in the 

Adriatic Region 

Sandy Thomas, PACE Project Education Director 

Jeff Thompson, Professor of International Didactics at the University of Bath, former International 
Baccalaureate Organization Academic Director 

Xavier Troussard, Head of Unit Culture policy and intercultural dialogue, European Commission, DG 
Education and Culture 

Victor Tvircun, Minister of Education and Youth of the Republic of Moldova 

Ivan Oleksandrovych Vakarchuk,  Minister of Education and Science of Ukraine 

Daniel Valchev, Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Bulgaria 

Milan Zver, Minister of Education and Sports of the Republic of Slovenia 

Marijan Ģivkoviĺ, Minister of Education, Science, Culture and Sports of Posavska ģupanija, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina 

 

 

 



 

 

 
The Agency 

  

The Agency for Cooperation in Secondary Education seeks to offer a coherent 

approach to professional development of teachers across countries in Central and 

Eastern Europe, promoting the status and recognition of the teaching profession 

and encouraging the pooling of ideas and collaboration across borders in prefer-

ence to a country by country approach.  

The Agency is based in Duino (Trieste, Italy), where it draws on the experience of 

teachers and staff of the United World College of the Adriatic from approximately 

15 different countries. These teachers have broad international and intercultural 

competences and are experienced workshop leaders and examiners within the IB 

(International Baccalaureate) international diploma.  

Experts in pedagogy from several European universities are members of the 

Agencyõs Scientific Committee.  

 

The founding members of the Agency are the United World College of the Adri-

atic, the Caõ Foscari University of Venice, the United World College in Mostar, 

the Forum for Freedom in Education in Croatia and other international partners. 

The Agency is currently being developed as an outcome of the P.A.C.E. project 

(Project Agency Cooperation in Education), part-financed by the INTERREG-

CARDS/PHARE Adriatic New Neighbourhood Programme. 

 

The Agency for Cooperation in Secondary Education aims to become a key 

player preparing teachers for change and innovation. Moreover, it intends to de-

velop the potential of education as an instrument of reconciliation, security, stabil-

ity and peace. Its mission is òto promote peace, a sustainable future, inclusion and 

intercultural dialogue through secondary educationó.  

 

 

The Agency Goals  

 

foster cooperation among different secondary education systems;  

define and diffuse a new role for the teachers;  

provide professional development opportunities for secondary school 

teachers;  

broaden curricula through intercultural approaches; 

 

These goals will be met by:  

organizing networks at grass roots and at ministerial level;  

organizing workshops for professional development;  

promoting and disseminating best practices in secondary education, also 

through the setting-up of on-line communities of teachers and students; 

providing and disseminating teaching materials; 

providing services and specialist advisers for policy makers in the field of 

secondary education  

 

Agency for Cooperation in  

Secondary Education 

COLLEGIO DEL MONDO UNITO  

DELLôADRIATICO O.N.L.U.S 

 

UNITED WORLD COLLEGE OF THE ADRIATIC 

 

Italian National Commission 

Patron 

The President of the Italian Republic 

Giorgio Napolitano 

President 

Mario Sarcinelli 

 

President of the United World Colleges 

Her Majesty Queen Noor  

of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 

Honorary President 

Nelson Mandela 

 

CONTACTS 

THE AGENCY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 

UNITED WORLD COLLEGE OF THE ADRIATIC 

 
Valentina Bach- Project Manager 

E-mail: valentina.bach@uwcad.it 

Tel. +39 040 3739558 

 

Sandy Thomas ï Education Director 

E-mail: sandy.thomas@uwcad.it 
Tel. +39 040 3739552 

Matej Rolich ï Project Manager Assistant 

E-mail: matej.rolich@uwcad.it 

Tel. +39 040 3739554 
 

 

PARTNER INSTITUTIONS 

 

University of Venice Caô Foscari 

Centre of Excellence for Research in didactics and 

advanced training (ITA) 

Province of Forlì-Cesena (ITA) 

Forum for Freedom in Education  (CRO) 

United World College in Mostar (BIH) 

The City  of Mostar (BIH) 

The Ministry of Education, Science and Sports of the  

Herzegovina Neretva Canton (BIH) 

The Mostar Gymnasium (BIH) 

The Banja Luka First Gymnasium (BIH) 

The Ministry of Education and Sports of the  

Republic of Serbia (SER) 

ZAMTESï Bureau for International, Scientific,  

Educational, Cultural and Technical Cooperation of 

Montenegro (MON) 

 

The Agency website 

www.educooperation.eu 

 

mailto:valentina.bach@uwcad.it
mailto:sandy.thomas@uwcad.it
mailto:matej.rolich@uwcad.it


The Agency Core beliefs and Strategies 
 

Core Beliefs  
Knowledge should lead to understanding;  

The personal development of the student is central;  

Independent learning should be encouraged and supported;  

Different kinds of minds (e.g. respectful, ethical) and intelligences (e.g. emotional, creative) 

should be respected and fostered;  

Students should be given opportunities to think about why and how they learn, about how 

they know what they know;  

Transparency: the goals of the programme should be clear; the modes of assessment and 

the assessment criteria should reflect the common strategies and be known to the student;  

Student feedback and views are essential. Students are collaborators.  

 

Strategies  

Experiential learning: practical work in tandem with theory;  

Opportunities for learning both inside and outside the classroom. (For example, via small 

group projects, perhaps with a social service element, designed and organized by students 

themselves; via field trips; via visits to relevant institutions and sites.);  

Subject material with òreal life applicationsó and connections to the world outside the  

classroom;  

Diversity of teaching methods, resources and aids;  

A participatory approach to class, with students taking responsibility for contributing;  

Students challenged to develop their own, well-founded ideas and express them in their 

work  

Collaborative work amongst students and between students and teacher.  

 

The professional development  process 

  

Through the P.A.C.E. Project, part-financed by the INTERREG/CARDS-PHARE Adriatic New 

Neighbourhood Programme, the Agency identified a new way of conceiving teacher professional 

development with the aim of promoting intercultural dialogue and peace through education. 

During the professional development workshops, secondary school teachers explore new ways of 

delivering their programmes. Emphasis is on creating conditions in which the initiative, expertise 

and creativity of teachers can flourish.  

The workshops are òdifferentó since teachers themselves are the main players, the acknowledged 

experts given the opportunity to create their own didactic materials to be òpilotedó during their 

ordinary classes. Special attention is paid to reflective practices and to the exchange of best teach-

ing experiences. In this way teachers are not passive subjects of the training activity; they are active 

players promoting a new role for teachers. The interaction between teachers from related subjects 

(albeit from different educational systems) stimulates and supports the creation of materials. Dur-

ing the professional development workshops there is a good balance between discussion, output 

and review of created materials and between plenary, group and individual work. Implicit in the 

process is reflection on both the underlying values of the teaching materials and the human quali-

ties the Agency wishes to cultivate. The lessons are inspired by the core beliefs and strategies 

mentioned above.  

The mentors, who are mostly teachers with an international experience at the United World Col-

lege or at similar institutions, participate in the activities of the groups. While doing exactly the 

same activities of their colleagues, they share their experience and creative ideas, inspiring the rest 

of the group. Each teacher taking part in the workshop creates exemplar materials in the frame-

work of his subject, tailored on the basis of the duration of the pilot.  

Many United World College teachers are well-known and experienced workshop leaders and 

mentors and hold relevant positions in the International Baccalaureate Organization ð IBO.  

ñMany United World 

College teachers are 

well-known and 

experienced workshop 

leaders and mentors 

and hold relevant 

positions in the 

International 

Baccalaureate 

Organization ï IBOò 

 

 

 

ñThe teaching 

strategies used at the 

United World College 

arouse the attention 

and interest of several 

secondary schools in 

Italy and in the 

neighbouring 

countriesò .ò 

 

 

 

ñThe Agency has 

been created in 

collaboration with the 

University Caô 

Foscari of Venice and 

the SSIS of the 

Region of Venetoò. 

 

 


